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February 8, 2019 
From: President John Brumley 
Subject: February Newsletter 
 
Greetings Fellow Cabin Owners, 
 
I am sure by now most of you have heard that we prevailed in our court case against the Bonner County Board of Equalization 
and the Bonner County Assessor.  The judge ruled in our favor on both components of our suit.  First, the VAFO sales are 
indeed arm length transactions between a willing seller and a buyer, thus they should be used as comparable sales for the 
purpose of assessing our land.  Secondly, the judge ruled, and I quote “the court finds that the hand-drawn meander lines 
showing a plus/minus five feet are not the “high water actual shoreline” and are thus inappropriate to use in calculating 
waterfront footage based on the policy of the Bonner County Assessor’s office” 
 
This ruling applies only to the 29 appellants in the lawsuit for tax year 2017.  Our hope is that the new Bonner County Assessor 
and the Board of Equalization will use this judgement by the First District Court as a precedent and discontinue the use of the 
meandering line and use VAFO sales as comparables in determining tax assessments for 2019 and beyond. Watch for your 
assessments around the first of June.  We hope this expensive and time consuming issue will help all of us in the future for fair 
and balanced assessments. 
 
My thanks to Ford and Katie Elsaesser who represented us in the court case. Also many thanks to Ed Morse for the remarkable 
work he did on the 29 appraisals and the extraordinary job he did in explaining very complex issues in court on October 9 and 
10, 2018.  It is evident in reading the judge’s ruling that Ed’s work and testimony was the key factor in our winning the case.  My 
thanks also to Denny Christenson for his testimony in the trial and to the PLCOA Board for the role they played in the decision to 
help fund and support the lawsuit.  It is a sweet victory and should help all present owners, future VAFO sales owners, and our 
overall membership.  As I said at the annual membership meeting in July, sometimes you need to draw a line in the sand and 
fight injustice.  What the assessor’s office and the BOE were doing was wrong, unfair, and unjust.  The District Court of the First 
Judicial District agrees! 
 
At this time we don’t have any updated information on the Siphon Plan or the dredging of the thoroughfare.  We will continue to 
carefully watch both of these proposals. 
 
Also here is a reminder that the Land Board has extended leases and VAFO sales through 2024. 
 

• As the staggered cottage site leases expire (beginning on December 31, 2017) new leases will be offered that 

expire on December 31, 2024.. 

• An appeal process will be available to non-conflicted applicants for new leases. Once the conflict auction 

process has concluded, non-conflicted applicants may appeal the appraised value of their land. A one-year 

Land Use Permit  was offered to lessees with a lease that expired on 12/31/2018 and who have applied to 

enter the 2019 VAFO..A two- year Land Use Permit will be offered as an option to those parties not wishing to 

enter into a lease through 2024. The purpose is to provide Permittees more time to find another lessee and sell 

their improvements. Permittees are no longer lessees and are no longer to eligible for the VAFO process. 

My final comment is about PLCOA membership.  Our present membership is down a bit from 2018.  I would encourage anyone 
reading this newsletter who is not currently a member to please join the PLCOA.  If you are a member encourage your neighbor 
or friends on the lake to join.  Anyone who is a cabin owner on the lake may join, not just lessees or former members.  As we 
have just demonstrated, membership is valuable.  We only have strength in numbers and we will always have issues to address 
on the lake. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John Brumley, 
President 

 


